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Wa n d e r e r ’ s  H e a r t 
C a p e  R e d 

TASTING NOTES

In  the  middle  of  2016 we commiss ioned a  wr i ter  f r ien d  to 

wr i te  a  ser ies  o f  shor t  chi ldren’s  s tor ies  about  growing  u p  in 

the  Cape,  and  we used  these  s tor ies  as  the  inspirat ion  for  the 

names  for  our  red  win es .

The  2018 Wanderer ’ s  Heart  i s  our  Cape  Red –  a  wine  that 

i s  bui l t  a round the  incredible  v ineyards  found a l l  ove r  the 

Western  Cape.  Aromas  of  r ipe  purple  f igs ,  rosemary  o i l ,  an d 

sa ndal  wood.  The  wine  i s  po ised  on  the  pala te  wi th  s of t , 

chalky  tannins ,  which  g ive  way  to  a  f in i sh  of  red  plu ms , 

juniper  and  cranberr ies .  The  wine  i s  br ight  and  keen ly 

ba lanced ,  very  pure  in  i t s  f ru i t  wi th  a  dust ing  of  f ine  tan in  to 

complete  the  p ic tu re.

WANDERER’S HEART NUTS & BOLTS

Grenache  noir  –  34% Voor  Paardeberg  (6  years ,  c lay  s o i l ) 

Paardeberg  (13  years  o ld ,  gra n i te)

Cinsaul t  –  26% Bot telary  (46  years  o ld ,  i ron-r ich  red  s o i l s)

Grenache  gr i s  –  17% Wel l ington  (4  years  o ld ,  sands ton e)

Mourvèdre  –  13% Bot  River

(11  years  o ld)  –  gravel/c lay  duplex  s o i l

Syrah  –  10% Bot  River  (11  years  o ld)  -  s ha le
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Wine of  Orig in  Western  Cape

Vintage  2018

Alcohol  –  12.89%

Residual  sugar  –  1 .24  g /L

Total  ac id i ty  –  5 .39  g /L

pH  3.46

T h o r n e  &  D a u g h t e r s



O ur t ravels  in  the  Western  Cape  have  brought  us  into  contact  wi th  many fantas t ic  grape 

growers ,  and  we had  long  been  developing  our  idea  of  a  Cape  Red,  and  seeking  the 

v ineyards  that  can  del iver  the  k inds  of  wines  we  seek .  Our  blend was  cer ta in  to  inc lude 

Cinsaul t  for  i t s  long  h i s tory  in  the  Cape  and abi l i ty  to  del iver  l ight ,  yet  profound wines . 

Grenache  has  a  great  future  in  the  Cape,  where  i t  i s  able  to  produce  h igh  qual i ty  wines  in 

dryland co ndi t ions ,  and  for  i t s  ab i l i ty  to  express  i t s  or ig ins .  Mourvèdre  produces  wi ld  and 

id iosyncrat ic  wines  that  lend  a  cer ta in  generos i ty  and pleasure  to  the  blend.  Syrah ,  though 

widely  planted  in  the  Cape,  speaks  to  me more  as  a  support ing  role,  lending  i t ’ s  cool  f ru i t 

and  perfume to  the  wine.

O ne area  in  which  we do  an  enormous  amount  of  work  i s  in  p ick ing  our  grapes  a t  the  r ight 

t ime.  We rent  a  t ruck  dur ing  harvest  so  that  we  are  able  to  p ick  our  v ineyards  prec i sely 

when we need  to.  This  i s  the  area  of  our  work  into  which  a l l  the  blood ,  sweat  and  tears 

i s  poured.  Once  our  p ick ing  i s  done  r ight ,  we  are  able  to  s impl i fy  th ings  immensely  in 

the  winery.  Pick ing  i s  done  ear ly  to  re ta in  the i r  f reshness  and  c lar i ty  of  express ion  of  the 

v ineyard ,  whi le  not  sacr i f ic ing  the  pleasure  that  r ipe  f ru i t  br ings  to  the  wine.

As  wi th  a l l  our  wines ,  the  winemaking  i s  extremely  s imple.  We put  around 60% of  the  crop 

into  the  bot tom of  an  open vat  as  whole  bunches  and then  destem the  res t  on  top  of  that . 

Dur ing  fermentat ion  we  punch the  cap  down a  couple  of  t imes  a  day   to  keep  i t  wet .  Once 

we  are  happy with  the  s t ructure  in  the  wine,  i t  i s  pressed  of f  in  an  old  basket  press .

The  wines  go  through malolact ic  fermentat ion  and around 9  months  maturat ion  in  o ld  oak 

barrel s .  We keep  sulphur  d ioxide  levels  as  low as  poss ible  and  only  make  a  smal l  adjustment 

of  the  sulphur  d ioxide  before  bot t l ing .
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ABOUT THE WINE


